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Hospital/HCA Transaction Is Moving Forward  
 

We want to provide you with an update on OU Medical System and a pending transaction that will  

conclude the joint operating agreement with our current hospital partner, Hospital Corporation of 
America (HCA).  

 
As you know, the University Hospitals Authority and Trust (UHAT) and the University of Oklahoma  

announced in March that they could not successfully conclude a transaction to form a jointly governed 
health network with SSM Healthôs St. Anthony Hospitals.  At that time, UHAT reiterated its commitment 
to complete its previously announced plan to purchase HCAôs interest in OU Medical System. 

 
We are pleased to report that the HCA transaction is moving forward and we intend to close in late 

summer or early fall.   We will continue to contract with HCA to provide select services after that date, 
but its day - to -day management of OUMS will conclude. We continue to move forward with critical  

system enhancements, including the construction of additional hospital and operating room space, 
among other things.     

 
To prepare for this important transition, we are working diligently with campus and physician leaders, 

expert consultants and a number of internal workgroups to plot the best future course for the entire  
OU Medicine family ï patients, physicians, nurses, staff, researchers, educators, students and other 

stakeholders.  
 

While there are still many details to be worked out, we are excited about the future and the role that  
all of us will play in it. We will keep you updated on the progress of this process.  We again ask for  

your continued patience, support, engagement and leadership as we move forward together.    
 

Sincerely,  

 

Jason R. Sanders, MD, MBA      Chuck Spicer  
Senior Vice President and Provost                              Chief Executive Officer  

OU Health Sciences Center                                     OU Medical System  
 

Russell G. Postier, MD                                              Dean Gandy  
Interim Executive Dean      Chief Executive Officer  

OU College of Medicine                                               University Hospitals Authority and Trust  
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Meet Our New Providers 

Suanne M. Daves, M.D. 

Anesthesiology 
 

Suanne M. Daves, M.D., board-certified anesthesiologist, has established 

her practice with OU Physicians and also has been named a professor with  

the University of Oklahoma College of Medicine. She earned sub-specialty 

certification in critical care medicine and her specific area of expertise is 

pediatric cardiac anesthesia.  
 

Daves completed a critical care medicine fellowship at the University  

of Chicago, and served as senior clinical fellow in the cardiac intensive  

care unit at The Childrenõs Hospital Harvard School of Medicine, Boston, 

Massachusetts. She completed an anesthesiology residency at the 

University of California, Irvine, and earned her medical degree at the  

University of Oklahoma College of Medicine.  
 

She is a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists, Society  

for Pediatric Anesthesiology, Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care Society,  

and the Congenital Cardiac Anesthesia Society.    

 
Focus is a publication of  
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2017 Castle Connolly Top Doctors 
 

Castle Connolly Medical Ltd. publishes materials to assist consumers in 

 seeking their best options in quality health care. The most popular of  

these publications is Americaõs Top Doctors®, a compilation of physicians 

nominated by their peers in an extensive survey process. These Top Doctorsõ 

medical educations, training, hospital appointments, and disciplinary histories 

are just a few of the elements screened by the physician-led research team. 

OU Physicians is always well represented as shown by the impressive roster 

blow. Congratulations to our own òTop Doctors.ó  

 
Editorôs Note:  

This list is drawn from 
resources with the most  

accurate information available 
at time of Focus distribution.  

 

If you believe your name has 
been inadvertently omitted, 
please contact the editor in  
order that we may ensure  

due recognition.   
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Top Doctors, continued 
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Adams Earns Recertification 
 

Holly C. Adams, FACHE, OU Physicians executive director of operations  

and community health, was recently recertified as a Fellow of the American 

College of Healthcare Executives, the nationõs leading professional society 

for healthcare leaders. 
  

òThe healthcare management field plays a  

vital role in providing high -quality care to  

the people in our communities, which makes 

having a standard of excellence promoted by 

a professional organization critically important,ó 

said Deborah J. Bowen, FACHE, CAE, president 

and chief executive officer of ACHE. òBy  

becoming an ACHE Fellow and earning  

the distinction of board certification from  

ACHE, healthcare leaders demonstrate a  

commitment to excellence in serving their  

patients and the community.ó 
  

Achieving Fellow status represents the highest 

standard of professional development. To obtain 

Fellow status, candidates must fulfill multiple requirements, including  

passing a comprehensive examination, meeting academic and experiential 

criteria, earning continuing education credits and demonstrating  

professional/community involvement. Fellows are also committed to  

ongoing professional development and undergo recertification every  

three years.  
 

The American College of Healthcare Executives is an international  

professional society of 40,000 health care executives who lead hospitals, 

health care systems and other health care organizations. Its mission is to  

advance members and health care management excellence. ACHE offers 

its prestigious FACHE® credential, signifying board certification in health 

care management. With an established network of 80 chapters, ACHE  

provides access to networking, education and career development  

at the local level.  

Boren Elected To Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OU President David L. Boren has 

been elected to the American  

Academy of Arts and Sciences, one 

of the countryõs oldest and most  

distinguished honorary societies. 
 

Founded in 1780, the Academy 

counts such individuals as Benjamin 

Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Ralph 

Waldo Emerson and Alexander  

Graham Bell among its membership.  
 

Boren is one of the first OU faculty 

and staff members ever elected to 

the Academy and was chosen in the 

category of Public Affairs, Business 

and Administration. 
 

òIt is a humbling and exceptional 

honor to become a member of  

the American Academy of Arts and  

Sciences,ó Boren said. òI am mindful 

of the many distinguished members 

of the Academy who have preceded 

me, including many of my personal 

heroes. With this recognition comes 

a heavy responsibility to make  

a contribution to our national  

conversations about these basic  

values and our identity as a  

people.ó  
 

Among current academy members  

are more than 250 Nobel and 

Pulitzer Prize winners. Borenõs class, 

the Academyõs 237th, consists of 228 

new members who will be inducted 

in October. 
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May 5 Is World Hand Hygiene Day 
 

Itõs not likely to be celebrated with parades and confetti, but World Hand  

Hygiene day merits special attention, especially in health care settings.  
 

The concept of using an antiseptic substance to  

clean hands is believed to have emerged in the  

early 19th century. In 1822, a French pharmacist  

found that solutions containing chlorides of  

lime or soda could minimize or eliminate odors  

of human corpses. Further, he demonstrated  

that these solutions held promise as  

disinfectants and antiseptics.  
 

In 1843, Oliver Wendell Holmes conducted an independent study, which  

concluded that puerperal fever was spread from patient to patient by the 

hands of health care workers. Although he described effective measures to 

limit the spread of disease, his recommendations were largely disregarded  

at the time.   

 

What does it mean to be clean, disinfected or sterile? There are concrete  

scientific formulas that explicitly define these levels and the agents that can  

effectively achieve appropriate levels. These formulas are grounded in a  

thorough understanding of skin physiology as well as normal bacterial skin 

flora, both transient and pathogenic: how normal human skin is colonized 

with bacteria; that different areas of the body (scalp, abdomen, forearm, 

hands, for example) have various kinds of bacteria and bacterial counts; 

among others factors.  
 

Transmission of health-care-associated pathogens from patient to patient  

 by way of health care workersõ hands requires a sequence of events: 
 

1. Organisms, on patientõs skin or that have been shed onto inanimate 

      objects in close proximity to patient, are transferred to health care      

      workersõ hands.  

2.   These organisms must be capable of surviving for several minutes while  

      on the hands. 

3.   Handwashing or hand antisepsis by health care worker is inadequate,  

      or omitted entirely, or the hand hygiene agent used is inappropriate. 

4.   Finally, contaminated hands of caregiver come in direct contact with  

      another patient, or with inanimate object(s) that will come into direct  

      patient contact.  
 

Pathogens can be transferred not only from obvious areas of concern such  

as infected or draining wounds, but from contact with normal, intact patient 

skin. Patients having diabetes, undergoing dialysis for chronic renal failure, 

and/or those with chronic dermatitis are most likely to have areas of intact 

skin colonized by Staphylococcus aureus  - the most dangerous of all the 

many common staphylococcal bacteria. Because viable microorganisms are 

shed daily from normal skin, patient gowns, bed linens, exam room furniture 

or other objects in the immediate environment are easily contaminated with 

patient flora.  
 

Protect Yourself. Protect Your Patients 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/rr/rr5116.pdf  

 

Bartley To Accept Award  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traci Bartley, L.C.S.W., OU Physicians 

at Fountain Lake, has been chosen 

by the Anne and Henry Zarrow 

School of Social Work to receive its 

2017 Oklahoma Heart of Social Work 

Award. Created more than a decade 

ago at the request of social work 

students, the award honors field 

instructors and the commitment 

they make to their students and to 

the development of professional 

social work in the state of Oklahoma. 
 

Each year, graduating students are 

invited to nominate field instructors 

who have provided exemplary 

guidance in studentsõ professional 

development through the practicum. 

The awardee ultimately is selected 

by Norman campus faculty and staff 

through an anonymous vote. 
 

òOver the past four years, OU 

Physicians has been able to train 

social work students in the growing 

field of integrated behavioral health 

in primary care. It is an honor to 

receive this award and facilitate this 

learning at our clinic,ó Bartley said.  

òOur team at Fountain Lake remains 

committed to training this next 

generation of professionals. I always 

learn so much by having students as 

well, so it is a win/win situation.ó 
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Spot -On Service Awards Presented  
 

Winners of Spot-On Service awards for the first quarter of fiscal year 2017 

were recently named and are pictured below. This recognition initiative  

originated as a means to promote employee engagement as well as reward 

excellence. Eligible nominees are those who:  

Ó Use AIDET - every patient, every time  

Ó Exemplify and model EXCEL behaviors  

Ó Provide excellent internal and external customer service  

Ó Inspire co-workers and lead by example  
 

Award recipients receive an OU Physicians keychain and enjoy the benefits of 

valet parking for an entire week. Congratulations on jobs well done!  

 

left 

Angela Pearcy,  
Student/Employee  

Health & Wellness 
 

right  

Danielle Lee,  
 Pain Medicine 

 

 

 
 

 

 

left 

Robin McElhaney,  
Stephenson Cancer Center 

Multidisciplinary Clinic 
 

 

right  

Kylie Majors,  
Stephenson Cancer Center 

Hematology-Oncology 

 

 

 
 

 

 

right  

Valeria Nava,  
Pediatric Orthopedics 

 
 

Stephanie Akers,  
Sooner Pediatrics 

(photo unavailable) 

OUHSC April 2017  
Employee of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paije Fauser 
Director of Academic & Student  
Services, College of Allied Health 

 

Those who supported Paije Fauserõs 

nomination for Employee of the 

Month werenõt short on words to 

describe her worthiness. Colleagues 

consider her an asset to the College 

of Allied Health and OU, making 

contributions well beyond the  

expectations of her job role. Fauser 

is committed to her work at the  

College of Allied Health as well  

as Staff Senate through active  

participation, service and  

communication to employees.    
 

Her outside-the-box thinking finds   

ways to make improvements that 

benefit students, departments and 

the college. Nothing in the work  

environment place escapes Fauserõs 

ability to learn, understand, improve 

or conquer.  
 

She is a creative team leader with 

a òwhatever it takesó attitude to 

achieve. In addition, Fauser manages 

several benchmark events in the  

college. She is highly organized,  

detail-oriented and genuinely  

friendly at every level of task  

completion. Fauser was honored  

at a reception on April 21.  
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The Stephenson Cancer Center is helping facilitate the Myriad Gardenõs 

2017 Full Moon Bike Ride and Run Series  ð a casual monthly event 

where community members can enjoy a leisurely one-hour bicycle ride 

through the scenic the downtown area as the sun sets.   
 

No pre-registration is necessary to attend Full Moon events. Walk-ups 

are welcome and the cost is just $5. Participants in the biking event will  

receive a complimentary Stephenson Cancer Center safety light. Lights  

and helmets are required.  
 

If you donõt own a bike, visit Spokieõs Bike Share or find  a bike at the Cox 

Convention Center or Downtown Library. Spokieõs will make the entire fleet 

available on the dates listed below.   

 

2017 Season Dates 
 

Wednesday, May 10    8 p.m. run, 8:30 p.m. ride 

Wednesday, June 7  8 p.m. run, 8:30 p.m. ride 

Saturday, July 8  8 p.m. run, 8:30 p.m. ride 

Monday, August 7  8 p.m. run, 8:30 p.m. ride 

Monday, September 11 7 p.m. run, 7:30 p.m. ride 

Thursday, October 5  7 p.m. run, 7:30 p.m. ride 

 

For more information contact Ashley Watts at ashley-watts@oushc.edu    

Full Moon Bike Ride And Run  No-Cost Hearing Screenings 
Offered Through May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recognition of Better Speech  

and Hearing Month, OU Physicians 

Audiology and Oklahoma Ear 

Institute are offering hearing 

screenings and hearing aid 

evaluations during the month  

of May at no cost to participants.  
 

Hearing screenings take about 

15 minutes, while hearing aid 

evaluations may take up to 

an hour.  
 

Appointments are available Monday 

through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

in the OU Physicians Audiology 

Clinic. To schedule an appointment, 

call 405-271-1368 and mention the 

screening promotion.  

http://oklahomacitybotanicalgardens.com/events/full-moon-bike-ride-and-run/
http://oklahomacitybotanicalgardens.com/events/full-moon-bike-ride-and-run/
http://spokiesokc.com/
mailto:ashley-watts@oushc.edu
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Survivorsü Week 
 

Stephenson Cancer Center is  

hosting its annual Survivorsõ Week 

beginning Tuesday, May 30, to  

Friday, June 2. 
 

Events include cookies for patients, 

decorating luminaries for Relay for 

Life, food truck lunch on Thursday, 

and a Friday morning Survivorsõ  

Ceremony wraps up the week. 
 

Please share this information  

with patients and survivors.  
 

Add these Survivorsõ Week Events 

to your calendar: 

 

Food Truck Lunch 

Thursday, June 1 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Southeast parking lot,  

8th and Phillips 
 

Survivorsõ Ceremony 

Friday, June 2 

9 a.m.  
Peggy Stephenson Healing  

Garden, Lower Level 

 

 

For additional information, 

contact Stevie Warner: 

405-271-2537 

stevie-warner@ouhsc.edu

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OU Medicine Corporate Challenge is an event that brings companies and 

organizations across the Oklahoma City area together to compete in a wide 

variety of athletic events. Whatever level of skill, thereõs a place for the 

beginner, intermediate or advanced athlete, in addition to many volunteer 

opportunities.  Corporate Challenge also raises money for the UCO 

Endeavor Games, an event that provides a competitive venue for athletes 

with physical disabilities. In the past seven years, Corporate Challenge 

participant companies have raised more than $300,000 for the games. 
 

This yearõs festivities begin Friday, June 2 , and continue through Sunday, 

June 4. Weõre looking forward to a great weekend of friendly competition, 

comradery and fun! Together we can make a difference in our community 

by encouraging physical wellness, as well as raise money and awareness for 

the UCO Endeavor Games. 
 

OU Fit participants receive 200 points as athletes, or 100 points as 

volunteers. Points must be redeemed after the event; submit proof of 

participation by uploading to the OU Fit portal.   

 

By Popular Demand:  
Hereõs a chance to see what your support of the UCO Endeavor Games 

really means for athletes with physical disabilities. Corporate Challenge 

participants should take advantage of this opportunity to see an  

exhibition event featuring wheelchair basketball . These real athletes  

will demonstrate their abilities, and Corporate Challenge participants will  

have a chance to see what they can do.  
 

Bishop McGuiness Gym 

Saturday, June 3 

1:30 p.m.  
 



 

FOCUS May 2017 Page 10 

Marathon Health and Fitness Expo  

OU Medicine is proud to have an integral part in supporting our 

community through its annual sponsorship of the Memorial Marathon 

Health and Fitness Expo. On Friday morning before race day, the expo 

opens to welcome thousands of runners who come to this center of activity 

to pick up their race packets. Vendors display everything from t-shirts and 

shoes to health foods and fitness equipment. Also an annual tradition,  

OU Physicians provides free photos as mementos of this exceptional event.    


